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Sparking Social Connection 
In Your Shared Spaces 



This document’s 
focus:
Indoor shared 
spaces in multi-unit 
buildings

● Lobbies
● Common rooms
● Hallways
● Stairways

Image credit: Happy Cities, Quayside 
Cohousing in North Vancouver
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Every community, building, and shared 
space is different. Take what resonates 
and make it your own!



How does this space make you feel?



How does this space 
make you feel?

Image credit: Davie Street Community Garden in Vancouver



Let’s explore ideas to spark:

Social 
Interactions

Agency & 
Options

Access and 
Inclusion Joy!



Making space for 

Social Interactions



When there are opportunities to connect with new 
people in our shared spaces, we can: 

reduce 
social isolation

form supportive 
relationships



Add social nooks
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Image credit: Happy Cities, Little Mountain Cohousing 



Image credit: Happy Cities, Little Mountain Cohousing 



try this: add a new function to your laundry room



try this: host a free stuff exchange (take one leave one)

Image credit: free store @ University of Toronto



Making space for 

Agency & Options



When we feel we have agency and options over how 
we engage with our shared spaces, we tend to:

have a stronger sense 
of belonging 

be more 
comfortable where 

we live 



The dreaded 
locked, empty 
cork board…





Ensure options for 
how to engage in 
the shared space
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  try this: divide spaces with room dividers or plants



try this: purchase semi-private seating

images (left to right): OSKARSHAMN wing chair (IKEA), VINGSÖN indoor/outdoor wing chair (IKEA)



try this: include both individual and group activity options 



Making space for 

Access & Inclusion



remove barriers to 
participation in our 

programing 

create inclusive 
programming

When our gathering spaces are accessible and 
inclusive to all our neighbours, we can:



improve access for
people with lower mobility or 

mobility devices
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try this: conduct accessibility walks with neighbours



try this: add ramps to elevated entrances



try this: purchase more accessible seating

features

● firm, high backs that offer 
neck support

● adjustable seat height
● wide cushioned seats and 

arms



improve access for
lower vision
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try this: apply self-adhesive tactile flooring strips



improve access and 
comfort for 

lower hearing
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try this: use rugs and floor pads to modulate sound 



improve access for those 
with cognitive impairment 

or dementia
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try this: simplify, declutter, clarify  

X



try this: Use colour and contrast, limit patterns  



Making space for 

Joy!



When our gathering spaces feel joyful, we:

are more likely 
to be social with 

one another

alleviate stress & 
negative emotions



integrate nature
& natural elements
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Select colourful, 
meaningful art
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idea: rotating lobby art exhibitions
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